
Dear Harbins Families,

Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year!  I hope you are as excited as we are to begin this new
year of learning, leading, serving, and growing at Harbins.  Our teachers and staff have been
working hard this summer to prepare for the year, and I know they are as thrilled as I am to see
our students in August.  This letter contains information that will help you prepare for the
school year and understand some of our processes and procedures.  If you read all the way to
the end, you should find all the information you need. Thank you, in advance, for helping us
provide a safe place for learning for all our children. We appreciate all our parent and
community support as we work to ensure that we meet our mission “to provide a safe,
supportive, and challenging environment where students engage in educational opportunities
that prepare them to be lifelong learners, responsible citizens, and highly effective leaders.”  We
are committed to providing your child with the highest quality instruction and to developing
relationships that allow your child to feel valued and loved.   Our greatest hope is that your
children come home each day excited about school!

I hope you will stay connected and truly feel a part of our school community. There are multiple
ways you can stay informed:  our website, our Facebook page, our PTA Facebook page, School
Messenger, and of course, my weekly newsletter, The Peek.   All communication from the school
will come via email or be posted on our website and/or Facebook page.  Please make sure we
have updated phone numbers and emails!

For those of you anxiously waiting, teacher letters will go home during the week of July 19.  Our
grade level supply lists are on our webpage, so you can shop whenever it is most convenient for
you.

We will continue to make regular sanitizing and cleaning of desks and materials a part of our
practice.  Please remember that the current guidelines are that masks are strongly
recommended for all, but not required.

As always, if you ever have a question or a concern, please do not hesitate to reach out to me.
Enjoy the rest of your summer; we will see you soon!

It’s great to be a Harbins Tiger!

Jennifer Chatham
Principal

*****There are additional pages following



First Day of School
The first day of school is August 4 for all students; however, the district has planned for a
staggered return to the building for in person learners. This means that some grade levels will
be learning from home digitally until the return date in person.

● August 4, 2021 - Students in grades K & 1 as well as students with special needs who are
served in a small-group homeroom will start in-person learning with all other students
participating in digital learning at home.

● August 5, 2021 - Students in grades 2 & 3 will start in-person learning, with remaining
students in digital learning at home.

● August 9, 2021 - Students in grades 4 & 5 will start in-person learning.
This staggered return to the building will help us support our youngest learners as they navigate
the first days of school.  Your child’s teacher will communicate the expectations for student
learning during Open House.

We encourage all students to arrive to school in the way they will normally  throughout the
school year. Again, this year, parents will not be able to walk their child to class on the first
day of school.

ATTENTION 2nd  – 5th  PARENTS!

Again, the first day of school is August 4, and your student will participate in digital learning per
this schedule:

August 4  -  2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades - digital learning

August 5 and 6 -  4th and 5th grades  - digital learning

If your student needs a device to access Zoom & Google Classroom, you may check one out.
Devices will be picked up during your Open House and must be returned on the first day of
in-person learning for each grade level.

Please use the link below to request a computer. You will not be able to request a computer
after July 28.

Device Request Form

Open House - Monday, Aug 2, 2021

We look forward to welcoming you to the 2021-2022 school year on August 2.
8�00-9�00 for students with last names beginning A-I
9�00-10�00 for students with last names beginning J-Q
10-11�00 for students with last names beginning R-Z

In order to reduce the number of people in the building, we will need to limit visitors to one
adult per child.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc6XHUCXwU24G4gPwbXrhExvzrtD3osJNzo7W5VDszwlofD_A/viewform?usp=sf_link


Most teachers will want you to bring school supplies during Open House; check with your
individual teacher if you have questions.   Grade level supply lists are posted on our school
website.  During Open House, you will have the opportunity to meet your child’s teacher, join
PTA, find out bus numbers, get car rider tags, purchase Spirit Wear, and more.  Make sure you
are able to join us!  Also during Open House, we may need to seek nominations for School
Council.  The purpose of School Council is to bring parents and the community together with
teachers and school administrators to create a better understanding of and mutual respect for
each other’s concerns and share ideas for school improvement.

MyPaymentsPlus (please complete prior to Open House)
All families need to create a MyPaymentsPlus account. This is where families will go to make any
payments necessary for the school AND to sign important school documents.  We no longer take
cash or checks for most school related items.  Please see the information here regarding how to
create an account.
How to Set Up A MPP Account for Parents: https://vimeo.com/345028817
How to Review Signed Documents in MPP: https://vimeo.com/345054468

New kindergartners will receive a letter soon with their student number attached.

You can also check out this page for FAQs.

MyPaymentsPlus goes live on July 17 with updated information for the 2021-2022 school year.
Please login prior to Open House to read and sign for all necessary documents.

BYOD (Bring Your Own Device)
We encourage students to bring their own devices for learning purposes.

PTA
Please consider joining the PTA and volunteering in some capacity for the good of our school
community.  We are blessed by a supportive PTA, and this is just one of the many things that
makes Harbins so special.  We would love to have you as part of our team!

Curriculum Night
Curriculum Night gives teachers the opportunity to share with parents the learning
opportunities students will engage in throughout the year.  Parents will also hear from PTA and
be able to see work that students have completed already during the school year.  Please make
plans to attend!.  If possible, make arrangements for your children so that you can be fully
focused on the teacher.

August 24�   6�30pm   K-2
August 26�   6�30pm   3-5

During Curriculum Night, we will also vote for School Council members if needed.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bR59MKdxdkbGF_Bfd1LPC8UIENDHcnvinb8cmCweX5Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://vimeo.com/345028817
https://vimeo.com/345054468
https://www.mypaymentsplus.com/support


Visiting the School
This year, again, we will be limiting visitors in the building for the health and safety of our
students and staff.  As of right now, we will not have classroom volunteers or visitors during
lunch.  Please note that currently masks are strongly recommended, but not required.  This is
our protocol for anyone entering our building:

● All visitors must ring the bell at the front of the school and state their reason for visiting.
Please remain in front of the doorbell so that our office staff can see you.

● All visitors must be on the child’s list in the student information system.
● All visitors must sign in at the Welcome Desk and present their driver’s license to the

clerk.
● All visitors must display the visitor sticker on their chests at all times.  The stickers must

be visible to our staff.

Cafeteria
We will be unable to accommodate visitors during lunch at this time.  Only items from home
should be brought to school for lunch.  We do not allow fast food for a variety of reasons.
Students should bring items that they can easily open and that do not require refrigeration or
microwaving.

Breakfast and lunch will continue to be free this year.

Free and Reduced Lunch Forms:  IMPORTANT!!!
These forms must be completed every year.  Even though breakfast and lunch will continue to be
free, these forms need to be completed.  This directly affects our funding.  You can access them
online HERE and HERE. They will be live for the next school year beginning July 16.

Car Riders and Transportation (please click here for the complete procedure)
At Harbins we usually have over 500 car riders.  It takes quite a bit of organization from our staff
and cooperation from our parents to ensure that students arrive and dismiss safely and
efficiently.  Please remember that we must all follow the rules and procedures for the safety of
our children.

For the first few weeks of school, the line is inevitably going to be long.  A few things will help:
● The entrance to the car rider line is the first road on your right as you head toward the

school from Harbins Road.  This is the drive to Fleet Maintenance.  You drive all the way to
the end where there is a cul-de-sac to turn around.

● Do not turn left out of the lot.  Sight is limited and we have had accidents when people
try to turn left.

● Make sure your child knows the car rider number.
● Practice getting in and out of the car.  Make sure your child is ready to get out at the

appropriate time.
● Adults should remain in their cars. This will make the line move efficiently.

https://www.nlappscloud.com/Welcome.aspx?api=78f8fee54716f21218e523747d37a13c#loaded
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/about/business-and-finance/snp/content/free-reduced
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qALXua1xO1dpmhPXdkPGq4IOytPp3URc_N2B5RwpSyk/edit?usp=sharing


● Display your car rider tag at all times.  You must get a new tag every year.  This year the
tags are YELLOW.

We will close the car rider line in the morning at 8�10 at the top of the drive.  After this point in
time, parents will need to park in the side lot and walk their child(ren) inside the building.  You
may not enter the bus lane from either direction until 8�25.

In the afternoon, we close the line at 3�10.  You must be in the parking lot by that time in order to
receive your child through the line.

Behavior Expectations
At Harbins, we follow Gwinnett County Public Schools Policies and Procedures regarding
discipline.  As educators, it is our responsibility to ensure a safe and secure environment for all
our students.  Please know that we work diligently to address the needs of each child and to
teach appropriate behavior.  Teachers may ask for support from colleagues or an Assistant
Principal in encouraging the desired behavior.

Some student behavior may require an immediate discipline referral with specific consequences.
Please be sure to read the GCPS Parent and Student Handbook for more specific details
regarding GCPS Policies and Procedures. GCPS Discipline

Administration and teachers work together to identify concerns and help the student make
better choices.  We work to ensure that consequences are age appropriate, and consequences
may progress with repeated behavior concerns.  Behaviors will need to be documented if
interventions are not successful.

If you have a concern, please first discuss it with the teacher.  If you do not feel your concern is
resolved, then you may contact the grade level Assistant Principal.  Please allow a 24 hour
window for a response.

At Harbins, we also work on developing positive traits in our students.  All Harbins students
pledge each day to learn, lead, serve, and grow. They also focus on being good TIGERS by
demonstrating they are Trustworthy, by showing Integrity, by showing Growth, by giving Effort
in all they do, and by showing Respect to themselves and to others.  It is our desire to encourage
and recognize these behaviors in our students.

GCPS Calendars -News you can use!
Calendar Link

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/polproc.nsf/pages/StudentConductBehaviorCode
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/parents/content/general-info/calendars

